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New, greener homes completed in London

L&Q is pleased to announce the first homes in London to be completed to Level 4 of the Code for Sustainable Homes.
Completed on 20 May 2009, One Vale Street is located within 1.5 miles of leafy Dulwich Village in Lambeth and continues L&Q’s commitment to the development of affordable sustainable housing. 
It is the first large scale inner London scheme to be delivered to this level of sustainability and provides 60 high quality homes for affordable rent and part buy, part rent, including a high percentage of large family houses and apartments.  
The development has so many eco features to reduce its carbon footprint that these homes will be 44% better than a standard home in terms of CO2 emissions, energy efficiency and environmental sensitivity. 

The site was purchased by L&Q from the London Borough of Lambeth in March 2006 for 100% affordable housing ‘with low energy requirements’.  Lambeth Borough Council has identified One Vale Street as the borough’s key sustainability demonstration project.

One Vale Street includes:

• Triple glazed windows giving residents a warmer and quieter home

• Super insulated external walls to reduce fuel bills

• Communal bio mass boiler - a cutting edge system that brings down the cost of heating and hot water

• Recycling facilities on site 

• Extensive and secure bicycle storage

Twelve one and two bedroom apartments are available to local residents who want to buy on the open market but find it difficult to make that first step on the property ladder. One Vale Street offers an option to own one through our part buy / part rent scheme providing an affordable route into home ownership.
David Montague, L&Q Chief Executive is pleased that One Vale St demonstrates L&Q’s commitment of building for the future, "L&Q is focused on its long term plans for building and maintaining sustainable communities. One Vale Street is a perfect example of how we use our expertise and innovation to provide much needed high quality, affordable, sustainable homes.

“One Vale Street has sustainability integral at every stage of the design and strategy for the development and aims to address climate change with an innovative design approach and deliverable technology. We look forward to our residents moving in and enjoying a sustainable lifestyle”

Chris Lee, Lambeth Council executive director for Housing, Regeneration and Environment, said: "Sustainability is at the very core of this project. We were keen to work with L&Q to ensure that this development provided good quality affordable housing, whilst ensuring that it quite literally did not cost the earth. 

“I am delighted and proud that we have trail blazed such a high standard of environmentally sustainable social housing."
-Ends-
NOTES TO EDITORS:

Site visits and interviews can be arranged upon request.

For further information please contact Alice Williams on 020 8294 5155/ awilliams@lqgroup.org.uk
Design Aspects of One Vale Street
· The energy demand of these homes was reduced through mechanical heat recovery and by super insulating the building fabric, in particular the external walls and the windows which will be triple-glazed and argon filled. 
· These sustainable homes will retain warmth in the winter yet remain cool in the summer months thanks to careful selection of materials and a heavy masonry construction. 
· 40% of the remaining energy will be supplied from renewable sources that drastically reduce carbon emissions, with a communal bio-mass boiler for water heating, and solar photo-voltaic panels orientated to maximise the supply of energy during the winter months. 
· Bio-diversity also plays its part in this project, with green and brown roofs having been included on the site. 
· The houses and apartments are oriented towards the open aspect of the site reflecting the need to maintain reduced glazing and some solar shading, and making use of passive solar heating in the south elevation whilst minimising any loss of heat on the north. 
· The brick of these elevations ties in with the existing appearance of the suburban housing and incorporates sustainable lime mortar. Similarly, vertical timbers from renewable sustainable and accredited sources break up the mass of the blocks. 

Key partners in the development include the London Borough of Lambeth, Higgins, Hunter and Partners, Stock Woolstencroft and Wessex Engineering Services. 

Part buy/part rent

 

L&Q has 12 one and two bedroom part buy, part rent properties at the One Vale Street development for residents of the London Borough of Lambeth and key workers working in the borough. Prices currently start from £165,000 with a minimum 40% share from £66,000. Minimum household income required £28,000.

For more information or to register interest in the development contact: onevalestreet@lqgroup.org.uk / 0844 406 9800. 

About L&Q

L&Q is one of the UK’s largest housing associations. Its main purpose is to provide high quality, affordable homes.
L&Q’s mission is ‘creating places where people want to live’. 
L&Q manages more than 57,000 homes across London and the South-East, and builds around 1,100 new homes each year. 

It is a not-for-profit housing association, overseen by a voluntary governing board. It is an exempt charity and does not have shareholders. 

L&Q generates income from a mix of rents, Government grants and private finance. 

