	
	[image: image2.wmf]


	[image: image3.png]www.lggroup.org.uk





	


	
	

	[image: image1.png]www.lggroup.org.uk








Press Release
Mayor of Lewisham visits two L&Q estates to officially open communal garden and celebrate refurbishment work

17th November 2009
Mayor of Lewisham, Sir Steve Bullock and Councillor Heidi Alexander, Deputy Mayor of Lewisham visited two L&Q estates in Lewisham on Friday 12th November. The aim of the visit was to see the progress that had been made following the transfer of the estates from Lewisham Council to L&Q, one of the UK’s leading housing association.

Accompanied by representatives from L&Q they first visited Lewisham Park which transferred to L&Q in April 2007. Here, the Mayor officially opened the communal gardens following landscaping work on the estate. The Mayor and Deputy Mayor then met with residents at Lewisham Park to hear their thoughts on the improvements made since the stock transfer.

Joan Baldwin, who has lived at Lewisham Park for 44 years said “The double glazed windows that have been installed are great and the builders were wonderful. After the transfer we saw an immediate improvement in the grounds such as the level of litter. The estate is continually improving, and with the landscaping work now finished it’s really looking good.”  

From Lewisham Park the Mayor and Deputy Mayor went to the Grove Park Estate which transferred to L&Q in July 2008. Here they joined celebrations of the 250th kitchen and bathroom refurbishment on the estate and met with residents to hear their views.

Maureen Courtney, from the Grove Park estate, recently had her kitchen completed and said “It’s been so easy working with L&Q on this. They made one of the empty houses into a show home which we could visit and chat with staff and contractors to decide on what we would have done in our home. I’m so pleased with the end result, my home looks so nice now with the kitchen all finished.”

Mayor of Lewisham, Sir Steve Bullock, said: "Across Lewisham there are almost 21,000 social rented homes that meet the Government's Decent Homes standard. It's great to see these improvements and the real difference it makes to people in their lives. Talking to local people on both these estates I can see how all the hard work that has been put in over the years is now paying-off. I’m proud that this sort achievement has come about, through a fantastic local partnership between residents, Lewisham Council and L&Q."

Tom Bremner, L&Q’s Director of Neighbourhood Services for South East London also attended the tour and said afterwards, “It’s great to be able to see the transformation of these estates and the difference it makes to our residents. It is through working closely with Lewisham Council and our residents that we have been able to make such an impact and continue our mission of creating places where people want to live.”
-Ends-

For further information please contact: Alice Williams, L&Q Communications Officer, awilliams@lqgroup.org.uk, 020 8294 5155
Images attached:

1 – Mayor of Lewisham with Lewisham Park residents. Joan Baldwin, resident quoted above, pictured shaking the Mayor’s hand.

2 – Mayor of Lewisham with residents of the Grove Park Estate. Resident Maureen Courtney, quoted above pictured in the right of the shot.

Notes to Editors:

L&Q is one of the UK’s largest housing associations and manages over 60,000 homes across London and the South-East.

L&Q:

· Builds high quality, affordable homes across a mix of tenures – including general needs rent, intermediate market rent, part buy, part rent (affordable home ownership) and outright sale. This includes building new homes as well as refurbishing old ones.
· Has a development pipeline of 9,000 homes over the next four years and is committed to responsible growth.
· Is involved in large scale community regeneration projects across London.
· Is the Government appointed HomeBuy Agent for South London, and helps key workers and first-time buyers get their feet on the property ladder in London and the South East through part-buy, part-rent and equity loan schemes part funded by government HomeBuy grant.
· Is committed to investing in local neighbourhoods and communities and has dedicated Neighbourhood Investment teams. L&Q works in partnership with local authorities and local and national voluntary and community agencies to develop opportunities for residents. 
For more information on L&Q and for all the latest news about L&Q’s work visit www.lqgroup.org.uk
About Lewisham Park

The Lewisham Park estate transferred to L&Q from Lewisham Council in April 2007. As part of the transfer residents were promised a £6 million investment programme with most of the work to be completed within the first two years.

When it came to the transfer vote 73% of tenants eligible to vote did so with 83% voting ‘yes’ to meeting the Government’s decent homes standard with L&Q. L&Q made an immediate impact following the transfer with its ‘first 100 days programme’ which included:

· A deep cleaning of communal areas in advance of the main works

· Introducing a controlled parking scheme

· Carrying out a 100% tenancy check

· Improving the ground maintenance and cleaning

· Firmly clamping down on illegal occupancy and closing a crack house

· Securing and making safe the garage area

One year on staff and residents were able to celebrate the completion of the kitchen and bathroom refurbishment programme ahead of schedule. L&Q also started the window replacement and external repairs/redecoration programme ahead of schedule.

L&Q is pleased to report that so far over 75% of residents are happy with our maintenance and tenancy services with 87% of residents feeling that they now have more opportunity to become involved in how their homes are managed.

About Grove Park 

1,439 homes at Grove Park Transferred to L&Q from Lewisham Council on Monday 7th July 2008

Over the next 30 years L&Q will be investing £60 million in Grove Park, with £20 million being invested in just the first five years. This will ensure the 1,097 tenants and 342 leaseholders benefit from homes that are well maintained, modern and warm in a neighbourhood that is pleasant and safe. Along with upgrading their homes and community we aim to give residents a first class service.

As part of the consultation process one of the empty properties on the estate was refurbished to demonstrate the level of work that will be carried out on residents’ homes as part of the Decent Homes programme which includes options for residents to purchase Ovens, Hobs, Extractor Hoods, Glass Shower Screens and Electric Power Showers at cost price [with our discounts applied].
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